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for materials. It is said that a design for a building can be
executed in almost anything without radically altering it,
that too many modern facades are conceived without thought
of any particular material in mind.

This is true only within limitations. Much Dutch archi-
tecture, for instance, is obviously designed for brick. The
big apartment houses and smaller villas of Holland would be
quite altered in effect if executed in concrete; and not only
is this true of the kind of material, but of the various grades
of that material. Take, for instance, some of the latest work
of Dudok, which is built in a pale yellow brick of even
colour and texture. That brick has a peculiar character; it
is a first-rate foil for the brilliant colours, blue and orange,
which Dudok affects. It is obvious that if these buildings
of Dudok's were built in a multi-coloured red brick, many
items of general effect would have to be altered in con-
sequence. The conception of a mechanical smoothness
acting as a foil for brilliant colour would have disappeared
(Fig.47,jpage 110).

What is important to recognise is the fact that, with the
dominance of machine production, the designer must turn
his attention away from handicraft associations, and con-
centrate on design which is characteristic of machine
methods. If he is using machine-made bricks, it is a pity to
attempt to usurp hand-made effects. Poetry can be intro-
duced through other methods of approach, Greek work
was extraordinarily precise and mechanically perfect; yet
it was poetical to a high degree.